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I hope you all had a safe and enjoyable winter/holiday break.
Our In-Service and Opening Session this spring is going to be a bit different than before. Melanie
sent out the In-Service schedule on December 11th before the break.
Tomorrow morning from 9:30 to 10:30 we are offering a complimentary Welcome Back Brunch in
the cafeteria. As it was last fall, this will be take-out only. The food is delicious so please grab a bite
and enjoy!
Our Opening Session will again be virtual and will be available to view next Monday, January
11th. This will allow Corey time this week to record those who will be presenting information.
Our New Employee Orientation will be held, in-person, tomorrow afternoon from 1:00 pm to 2:30
pm in the Visitor Center.
As we are still in the throes of the pandemic, we will continue to follow WTC, local, state, and
national guidelines, with one additional caveat: Masks are to be worn by everyone, both inside
and outside, while on all WTC grounds. They are now a condition of employment and
enrollment, so all employees and students are required to wear one.
If you work in your own office, you may remove your mask while you are by yourself. However, as
soon as someone comes into your space, you need to put it on. For more information please see
our Spring Plan 2021 at: https://www.wtc.edu/Information/springplan2021.html.
If you see someone without a mask, or one draped around their neck, please kindly remind them to
“mask up.” If a student refuses to do so, please do not let them attend class and send them to Mr.
Ramon.

If an employee refuses to do so, please let me know.
Signs are being posted in the dorms with
the short and sweet self-explanatory caption: “Mask Up or Pack Up.”
As always, anything involving Covid-19 is fluid. If you are sick or have been exposed to someone
who has tested positive, please do not come on campus and check with a health care professional
for how to proceed.
Again, Welcome Back!
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Good Morning and Welcome New and Returning WTC family to our Virtual Spring In-Service Opening Session! I’d like
to thank Corey Knipe, Lorenzo Sands, Ralph Ramon, and Brad Keller for their me and energy in making the opening
session video for you. Together we will make this a great semester! https://youtu.be/pl8juRdfMuY
As we’ve said since the pandemic began, everything is ﬂuid and can change in an instant. That holds true with the
video as well. In it, I stated that our new conference rules do not allow spectators at our games. That has now
changed. Spectators will be allowed in a limited capacity, in a limited sea ng area, and will have to social distance and
wear masks. Again, this ruling has just recently changed and could very well change again. Tammy will be pu ng
together the procedure and requirements for a endance to keep everyone safe, and we will be distribu ng them
asap. Corey will be live streaming the games, so if you prefer, you can watch remotely.
If there is any message to be shared this semester, it is to stay tuned! Just as the snowstorm brought a delay today,
change will be in the air all semester.
Please be pa ent with one another, as again, we are working through this together.
Since this is the start of the new year, I imagine a number of New Year resolu ons have recently been cra ed, so I
thought I’d share mine.
A er reading so much about how bad sugar and junk food are for your health; I have decided to give up reading.
Cheers to a great year!
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Good Afternoon!
As we near the end of our first month back on campus, not surprisingly, we are experiencing an
increase in the number of individuals who have either been exposed to Covid-19 or have it
themselves. Currently, 12 students and 4 faculty & staff are positive, 76 individuals have
recovered, for a total of 92 cases to date. Although expected, it does emphasize the importance
and necessity of everyone on campus remaining flexible. The added stress on our faculty,
students, and staff is unquestionable.
Please remember we are here for our students. Without them, none of us are needed. Yes, we are
all being asked to go above and beyond, and we will continue to be asked to do so. We have made
the decision to offer face-to-face classes. Our students prefer it, and experience has proven that
the majority of our students learn better this way.
Like most of our colleagues, we are experiencing a decline in enrollment. Some Texas Community
Colleges have yet to reopen or have reopened virtually. It will take all of us working together to
ensure our students that they have made the right choice in coming to WTC, that this is an
educational community that will work with them in support of their success, that they will feel
valued, and that we will go above and beyond for them. They have 49 other public community
colleges from which to choose in Texas alone. Let’s make a conscious effort to hold them to a high
standard while helping them attain that benchmark. Be patient, not punitive. Keep in mind that we
need them to need us.
In keeping with the need to be needed while remaining healthy, those wanting to sign up to be on
the COVID-19 Vaccination waiting list can click here or on the “How can I get the COVID-19
vaccine?“ link at the top of the Scurry County COVID-19 Resource Page on our website rotator
page.
We are all excited to get back to some semblance of normalcy, and hopefully, with the release of
the Covid-19 Vaccines, we will experience that sooner than later!
While we are all in this together, I couldn’t ask for a better family than our WTC family to be in this
together with! Or is it, “I couldn’t ask for a better family than our WTC family with whom to be in this
together?” With apologies to the English language, I trust y’all get my drift!
Sometimes you just have to close your eyes, count to ten, take a deep breath, remind yourself that
you wouldn’t look good in prison stripes, smile, and walk away!
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