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Happy August!
Well, the beginning of our fall semester is days away, students are arriving, and the campus is
coming back to life!
The campus reopening committee put the finishing touches on our fall reopening plan and it is
now available on our website at https://www.wtc.edu/Information/fallplan2020.html. As with
everything else COVID-19 related, it too is subject to change.
As of Friday, July 31st, there were 83 Active Positive Cases and 100 Recovered COVID-19
cases in Scurry County. Last week saw an increase in the number of positive cases, so let’s
please all be mindful of following CDC recommendations, especially with more people arriving
on campus. Please wear a mask, wash your hands, and maintain social distancing. We need to
be the example that our students will follow.
If you haven’t seen the Fall In-Service Schedule that Melanie sent out, I have attached a copy to
this email. Next Tuesday, August 11th our opening Brunch will be available from 9:00 to 10:00
am in the cafeteria. WTC is hosting the brunch again for all employees; however, this fall it will
be a takeout meal. Please enjoy your brunch back in your office after picking it up in the
cafeteria between 9:00 and 10:00 am.
Similarly, our Opening Session will be a virtual presentation, followed by our Employee Awards,
which will also be virtual. We are planning to record these presentations so they can be
watched at your convenience following brunch. This is so not how I would like this to be;
however, we will try and make the presentations as close to our traditional in-service and
awards as possible (which may or may not be a good thing!) Stay tuned for more information.
Enjoy this quote attributed to Benjamin Franklin, “Trouble knocked at the door, but, hearing
laughter, hurried away.”
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Welcome Back Faculty! It’s always wonderful to have our campus come alive again with
students, faculty and staff, but it certainly carries a new significance this fall.
As I mentioned in my last email, our fall reopening plan is now on our website at
https://www.wtc.edu/Information/fallplan2020.html. Since I have received a couple of questions
asking for direction on how to respond to a student not feeling well, I thought I’d answer here. All
students will be screened for fever first thing in the morning, either coming on to campus like
faculty and staff, or in the dorms if a resident. However, if a student informs you that they do not
feel well, do not have them attend class. If the student is a commuter, suggest they return home
and inform their health care provider. If the student is a resident, have them inform the Vice
President and Dean of Student Services, Mr. Ralph Ramon, and if the student is a student athlete,
have them inform our Athletic Director, Ms. Tammy Davis.
This semester the clinic on campus will primarily be used for student athlete injuries, rehabilitation,
etc. We are working with the hospital to provide video and/or telephone consultation twice a week
for routine student medical issues. During the call the student may be instructed to come in to seek
further care, testing, etc. Of course, calls to the hospital can be made by Mr. Ramon or Ms. Davis
on behalf of a student anytime it is warranted.
As of today, there are 71 Active Positive Cases and 163 Recovered COVID-19 cases in Scurry
County. Although the number of positive cases have been decreasing and the number of
recovered cases have been increasing, we still need to be mindful of following CDC
recommendations, especially with more individuals now on campus. Please wear a face covering,
wash your hands, and maintain social distancing.
Tomorrow our Opening Brunch will be available from 9:00 to 10:00 am in the cafeteria. While WTC
is happy to host the brunch again for all employees; this fall it will be a takeout meal. Please enjoy
your brunch back in your office after picking it up in the cafeteria between 9:00 and 10:00 am.
As I mentioned previously, our Opening Session and Employee Awards tomorrow will be a virtual
presentation. These presentations have been pre-recorded so they can be watched at your
convenience following brunch. This is so not how I would like this to be; and please forgive me as I
think I said that a number of times during my recording, however, we are trying to present
necessary information and celebrate our employees as safely as possible. Hopefully next fall we
can look back on this time in the Twilight Zone and appreciate it for the peculiar time it is.
Today’s quote is attributed to nonagenarian Betty White,
"Facebook just sounds like a drag, in my day seeing pictures of people’s vacations was considered
a punishment."
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Good evening everyone,
An on-campus student has tested positive for the Covid-19 virus. They are quarantined,
and all their extended close contacts have been notified. If you have not been notified,
you have not been identified as having had extended close contact with the student.
Extended close contact is defined as being within 6 feet, with or without a mask, for 15
minutes or longer.
Again, while the number of positive cases we have on campus will be reported to the
state, to protect confidentiality, no names will be released. Please respect everyone's
right to confidentiality.
To date we have had 5 faculty and staff test positive, all 5 have recovered, and we now
have one student who tested positive.
Due to the fluidity of the situation and for the health and safety of everyone on campus,
except while eating in the cafeteria, wearing a mask or face covering at all times is
now required.
This may be amended by coaches while student athletes are in practice or at a game,
however any other time students and student athletes are expected to wear a mask.
Our own Jeff Schramm has made a video on the importance of wearing a mask. Thank
you Jeff! I think you'll all find it quite informative. Please click here to
watch: https://youtu.be/kX4iuOB5DCo
It is everyone's responsibility to help ensure that our faculty, staff and students remain
safe. Please remind those who are not wearing their mask properly to do so. These are
our colleagues and students so I would not expect anyone to behave badly when met
with a gentle reminder to follow the regulations. If someone does not comply, please let
me, Ralph Ramon, Tammy Davis, or any other administrator know and we will follow up
with the individual.
As our students live in close proximity to one another it would not take much for the
virus to spread rapidly. We will do everything in our power to keep WTC open for face to
face classes, but it takes all of us working together to do so. Wear a mask, practice

social distancing, wash and sanitize your hands often, sanitize chairs, tables, and
frequently touched and handled surfaces.
As always, if you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact me. Thank you.
Barb
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Good Afternoon All,
Five more students have tested positive for the Covid-19 virus. They are already in
quarantine, and all their extended close contacts have been notified. As I mentioned
yesterday, if you have not been notified, you have not been identified as having had
extended close contact with the student. Extended close contact is defined as being
within 6 feet, with or without a mask, for 15 minutes or longer.
For our purposes, in consultation with health officials, student quarantine at WTC will be
for 14 days from the day a positive test result is received. Yes, you will read, see and
hear of different lengths of quarantine, however at WTC it will be 14 days. Students
know this and will be instructed to remain in contact with their instructors to keep their
studies up to date.
Again, while the number of positive cases we have on campus will be reported to the
state, we are a small school so please respect everyone's right to confidentiality.
To date we have had 5 faculty and staff who have tested positive and recovered, and
we now have six students who have tested positive.
Again, due to the fluidity of the situation and for the health and safety of everyone on
campus, except while eating in the cafeteria, a mask or face covering must now be
worn at all times.
If you are in a single person office, or if you are able to maintain social distancing in a
large office, you can remove your face covering while seated. However, as soon as
anyone enters, or you move about the office, please be sure and put your mask back
on. All students and faculty are being asked to wear their masks or face coverings
during class even when social distancing.
The only way we will manage the virus on a campus such as ours is if everyone takes
responsibility for keeping themselves and others safe.
If anyone objects to wearing a face covering or maintaining social distancing,
then they can feel free to do so, somewhere else.
As a student, student athlete, or an employee of WTC, it is expected that our policies
and rules will be followed.

If someone does not comply, please let me, Ralph Ramon, Tammy Davis, or any other
administrator know and we will follow up with the individual.
As our students live in close proximity to one another it would not take much for the
virus to spread rapidly. We will do everything in our power to keep WTC open for face to
face classes, but it takes all of us working together to do so. Wear a mask, practice
social distancing, wash and sanitize your hands often, sanitize chairs, tables, and
frequently touched and handled surfaces.
As always, if you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact me. Thank you.
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