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I. Institution 
 

A. Philosophy and Objectives/Purpose 
 

1. Purpose 
 

a. Western Texas College is a comprehensive public community 
college which provides open access and equal educational 
opportunity as it supports the lifelong needs of a multicultural 
society.  The college is committed to educational excellence as it 
challenges students to reach their full potential in developing 
critical thinking skills, communication proficiency, appreciation of 
arts and culture, and an understanding of their role and 
responsibilities in a democratic society.  

 
2. Principles  Western Texas College will be guided by the following 

principles in the exercise of its purpose: 
 

a. Students should have the opportunity to progress as far as their 
interests and abilities will permit.  Accepting students with 
different levels of abilities requires that an instructional program 
meet diverse needs.  Diagnostic testing and course placement are 
essential elements in this instructional program. 

 
b. Students benefit most from a learning process which develops their 

abilities to interpret, analyze, synthesize, and relate ideas and 
information.  This process (involving reading, writing, oral 
communication, and mathematical capabilities) leads to creative 
problem-solving skills. 

 
c. Excellence in education is identified by the integration of this 

learning process in the various college curricula and is inseparably 
dependent upon the dedication of the faculty and support staff to 
reinforce that learning process across their different disciplines and 
responsibilities. 

 
d. Excellence in education requires an institution to maintain formal 

processes for planning and evaluation, to provide coordinated 
systems for achieving its educational goals, and to remain alert and 
responsive to a changing educational environment. 
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3. Goals Western Texas College will implement its purpose through 
institutional goals.  For each goal, it will develop and continually review 
objectives to be attained through specific systems and processes providing 
for the following: 

 
a. Pre-professional and general education courses leading to the 

Associate of Arts degree and/or transfer to four-year colleges and 
universities; 

 
b. Technical-vocational programs leading to certification or the 

Associates of Applied Science degree, and preparation of 
individuals for careers in the business, industrial, and professional 
communities;  

 
c. A program of distance learning instruction which is equivalent in 

quality to main-campus instruction; 
 

d. Training and retraining programs to prepare the workforce for 
current and future technology, to provide opportunities for social 
and cultural growth for the entire community; 

 
e. Programs in adult basic education, English as a second language, 

and developmental education to prepare students for success in 
college; 

 
f. Student services which provide educational support, student 

activities and athletics in a safe environment;  
 

g. Support for educational programs, faculty, and students through 
library, media services and technology departments; 

 
h. Institutional support services including, but not limited to, 

administration, fiscal services, physical plant, resource 
development, marketing, recruiting, professional development, 
auxiliary services, and community services.   

 


