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CORE CURRICULUM
Associate of Arts Degree

Required Semester Credit Hours (46 Total)

MUST include:
  Visual/Performing Arts  3
   (from among)
 ARTS ��0�   (�)
 ARTS ��0�   (�)
 ARTS ��04   (�)
 ARTS ���6   (�)
 ARTS ��46   (�)
 ARTS ��56   (�)
 DR ��7      (�)
 DRAM ���0   (�)
 
Humanities 3
 ENGL ����  (�)
 ENGL ���6    (�)
 ENGL ����    (�)
 ENGL ����    (�)
 HIST ����    (�)
 HIST ����    (�)
 PHIL ��04    (�)
 PHIL ��06    (�)
(� hours of literature are required for an 
associate of arts degree.)

Component Required Semester   Component   Required Semester
Area   Credit Hours       Area   Credit Hours

Communication  6
(from among)
 ENG ��7  (�)
 ENG ��8  (�)
 ENGL ��0�  (�)
 ENGL ��0�  (�)

Mathematics   3
(from among )

 MATH ���4  (�)
 MATH �4�4
 MATH ���4  (�)
 MATH ����  (�)
 MATH �4�� (�)

Natural Sciences  8
(from among)
 BIOL ��06 (�) 
 BIOL ��06  (�)
 BIOL ��07  (�)
 BIOL ��07  (�)
 BIOL ����  (�)
 BIOL ����  (�)
 BIOL ����  (�)
 BIOL ����  (�)
 BIOL ��0�  (�)
 BIOL ��0�  (�)
 BIOL ��0�  (�)
 BIOL ���0  (�)
 CHEM ����  (�)
 CHEM ����  (�)
 CHEM ����  (�)
 CHEM ����  (�)

 GEOG ��0�  (�)
 GEOL ��0�  (�)
 GEOL ��0�  (�)
 GEOL ��0�  (�)
 GEOL ��0�  (�)
 PHYS ���5  (�)
 PHYS ���5  (�)
 PHYS ���7  (�)
 PHYS ���7  (�)
 PHYS ��0�  (�)

Core Curriculum Certificate
A Core Curriculum Certificate is awarded to students upon successful completion of the 

required 46 hour core curriculum.
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Component Required Semester   Component   Required Semester
Area   Credit Hours       Area   Credit Hours

Social 15
& Behavioral Sciences
MUST include:
  U.S. History (6)
   (from among)
 HIST ��0�    (�)
 HIST ��0�    (�)
 HIST ��0�    (�)
  Political Science
  (must take)  (6)
 GOVT ��05 (�)
 GOVT ��06 (�)
  Social/
  Behavioral Science  (3)
   (from among)
 AGRI ���7 (�)
 ECON ��0�    (�)
 GEOG ��0�    (�)
 PSYC ��0�    (�)
 PSYC ���5    (�)
 SOCI ��0�    (�)
 

CORE CURRICULUM
Associate of Arts Degree

Required Semester Credit Hours (46 Total)

Communication 3  
(from among)
 SPCH ���5  (�)
 SPCH ����  (�)

Institutionally   3
Designated Option
(from among)
 COSC ��00  (�)
 COSC ��0�  (�)
 CS ��9  (�)
HPE Activity  4
 PHED ��00-��45   (�)
 
Total   46
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   Courses Meeting Requirements for Associate of Arts Degree
Communication - 6 Semester Hours
(English rhetoric/composition)
Educational Outcomes
As a result of completing this requirement, the student will be able to:
—Practice writing as a composing process involving patterns and revision.
—Evaluate and select writing strategies which are most effective for his or her own composing 

process.
—Demonstrate in written, oral, and group settings the ability to recognize, analyze, and 

evaluate the perspectives of other writers as they represent thematic attitudes toward human 
tendencies and experiences.

—Prepare written and oral responses to assignments which require analysis and evaluation 
of relationships within similar and dissimilar concepts.

—Identify and discuss in written, oral, and group settings elements of literary form in short 
stories, poetry, and drama.

—Locate library sources and write a documented essay.
—Demonstrate knowledge of standard English grammar by passing a departmental grammar 

exit examination.

Mathematics - 3 Semester Hours
(Logic, college-level algebra equivalent, or above)
Educational Outcomes
As a result of completing this requirement, the student will be able to:
—Read, write, and understand the language of mathematics and its contribution to society.
—Know and apply all basic principles and concepts of algebra.
—Demonstrate the use of inductive and deductive reasoning.
—Show the interrelated nature of the different areas of mathematics.
—Analyze problem situations, select appropriate strategies for solutions, and evaluate 

results.
—Show an awareness of the use of mathematics in other disciplines.

Natural Sciences - 8 Semester Hours
All laboratory science classes will meet this requirement.
Educational Outcomes
As a result of completing this requirement, the student will be able to:
—Develop the basic quantitative and qualitative skills necessary to the comprehension 

and utilization of fundamental life and physical sciences and of their impact on historic and 
contemporary cultures.

—Read and evaluate contemporary literature in the life and physical sciences.
—Apply the scientific method in problem solving.
—Demonstrate an understanding of elementary probability concepts and apply elementary 

statistical principles to the analysis of scientific data.
—Discuss the inherent basic interrelationships between the sciences and the environment.
—Demonstrate a general knowledge of the impact of scientific and technological advances 

on social, ethical, and environmental issues.

Humanities & Visual and Performing Arts - 6 Semester Hours
Visual arts, music, or drama - � semester hours
Educational Outcomes
As a result of completing this requirement, the student will be able to:
—Demonstrate an appreciation for art as an expressive, creative process as well as for art 

as an observable, experiential product.
—Demonstrate an awareness of the scope and variety of works in the arts and humanities.
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—Demonstrate knowledge of the history of an art medium, its evolution, the function of its 
governing philosophical principles, both aesthetic and ethical, and the symbiotic relationships 
which exist between art forms and the societies from which they emerge.

—Experience the physical, intellectual, and emotional demands inherent to the creative 
process.

—Demonstrate a functional vocabulary with regard to a specific art medium.
—Develop an informed set of standards from which one might intelligently and ethically formulate 

value judgments and/or critical appraisals as they relate to a specific artistic medium.

Literature, philosophy, modern or classical language/literature 
and cultural studies - 3 semester hours
Educational Outcomes
As a result of completing this requirement, the student will be able to:
—Identify, interpret, evaluate, and discuss orally and in writing basic literary elements such 

as theme, plot, character, and conflict.
—Identify, interpret, evaluate, and discuss major literary, philosophical, religious, and historical 

themes, ideas, and values relevant to major historical periods and major cultural and philosophical 
movements and periods.

—Analyze, interpret, evaluate, and discuss the historical, social, philosophical, intellectual, 
and/or religious backgrounds and influences on major writers, historical and cultural movements, 
and language development.  

—Evaluate and discuss the significance of readings in literature, philosophy, history and/or 
world religions as the expressions of the thoughts and values of specific cultures.

—Develop a reading and speaking knowledge of a non-English-based culture and its 
language.

Social and Behavioral Sciences - 15 Semester Hours

Political Science - 6 Hours  (Legislatively mandated)
Educational Outcomes
As a result of completing this requirement, the student will be able to:
—Differentiate and compare the U.S. political system with those of other nations in light of 

the global society.
—Describe the basic outline of the U.S. Constitution and the historical context of its 

development.
—Recognize the relationships between public opinion and the political system, including the 

role of the media.
—Show an understanding of electoral processes involving party systems, campaigning, and 

interest groups.
—Identify the functions, activities, and interrelationships of the different structures in American 

national, state, and local governments.
—Discuss and evaluate current events in American politics in light of past cultural and social 

heritages.

U.S. History - 6 Semester Hours  (Legislatively mandated)
Educational Outcomes
As a result of completing this requirement, the student will be able to:
—Demonstrate a knowledge of the events and forces which have been responsible for the 

birth and development of the United States of America.
—Identify the many different cultural and social influences that have impacted our nation.
—Recognize the responsibilities of citizenship in the United States of America.
—Critically evaluate historical information for reliability and point of view.
—Organize, discuss, and write about historical issues relevant to the U.S. and its peoples.
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Social/Behavioral Science - 3 Semester Hours
Educational Outcomes
As a result of completing this requirement, the student will be able to:
—Demonstrate the ability to analyze and synthesize data relevant to the social and behavioral 

sciences recognizing connections among diverse phenomena.
—Demonstrate high-order reasoning skills through the writing of essays revealing knowledge 

and understanding of the scientific process as applied to and used by social and behavioral 
scientists.

—Know and use the basic tools of scientific research as they apply to the social and behavioral 
sciences.

—Develop an awareness and knowledge of social, economic, and political systems that differ 
from that of the United States.

Communication - 3 Semester Hours
(Speech, modern language/communication skills)
Educational Outcomes
As a result of completing this requirement, the student will be able to:
—Explain and apply the communication process to various communication situations.
—Ethically incorporate researched material and different organizational patterns into speech 

preparation and delivery.
—Recognize, evaluate, and use correct nonverbal delivery skills in speaking 

presentations.
—Apply the skills of audience analysis, organization, and language usage in the preparation 

of speeches for various purposes.
—Listen and respond to the views of others.
—Express one’s self impromptu while maintaining respect for other’s opinions.
—Work cooperatively in the completion of a task using problem-solving skills.
Institutionally Designated Option - 5 Semester Hours

Computer Science - 3 Semester Hours
Educational Outcomes
As a result of meeting this requirement, the student will be able to:
—Demonstrate a functional vocabulary in computer terminology.
—Discuss the hardware components associated with the four main areas:  input, output, 

processing, and storage.
—Discuss the various types of software including applications, utility, and programming 

programs.
—Describe the interrelationship between hardware and software.
—Apply concepts and skills of software programs.
—Demonstrate an understanding of fundamental programming concepts and problem-

solving skills.
—Recognize and evaluate the effect of computerization on the global society with emphasis 

on computer crime, piracy, privacy and other ethical issues.

HPE Activity - 4  Semester Hours
Educational Outcomes
As a result of completing this requirement, the student will be able to:
—Improve all levels of fitness designed by the course; e.g. cardiovascular fitness, improved 

flexibility, and increase in muscular strength.
—Develop the skills needed for proper usage of techniques and safety in choice of activity.
—Demonstrate skills taught in the activity chosen
—Demonstrate the socialization aspect of Physical Education and following of prescribed 

rules and exercises through activity within the group and partner situations.
—Better communicate the need for proper care of the body and mind through physical 

activity choices.
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Associate in Applied Science Degree
A core of 15 credit hours in courses from the humanities/fine arts, math/science, and social 

sciences has been identified and is required for all Associate in Applied Science Degrees.
The Associate in Applied Science Degree is awarded to students who successfully complete 

an approved curriculum for occupational education.
Students will enroll in PSYC 2315 the first semester in which enrolled.
By the time a student completes 15 semester hours, the student will have on file in the 

Counseling Center a degree plan.

Certificate
A certificate of technology is awarded to students who successfully complete the requirements 

as outlined in certificate programs.

Guarantee for Transfer Credit
Western Texas College guarantees to its Associate of Arts graduates and other students who 

have met the requirements of a 6� credit hour transfer (degree) plan the transferability of course 
credits to those Texas colleges or universities which cooperate in the development of WTC Course 
Selection Guides. If such courses are rejected by the college or the university, the student may 
take tuition-free alternate courses at WTC which are acceptable to the college or university.

Special conditions which apply to the guarantee are as follows:
 1. Transferability means the acceptance of credits toward a specific major and degree. Courses 

must be identified by the receiving university as transferable and applicable in Course Selection 
Guides dated �99�-9� or later;

 �. Limitations of total number of credits accepted in transfer, grades required, relevant grade 
point average, and duration of transferability apply as stated in the catalog of the receiving 
institution; and

 �. The guarantee applies to courses included in a written transfer (degree) plan which includes 
the institution to which the student will transfer, the baccalaureate major and degree sought, and 
the date such a decision was made—all of which must be filed with the Counseling Center.

Guarantee for Job Competency
If an Associate of Applied Science (A.A.S.) and/or certificate graduate is judged by his/her 

employer to be lacking in technical job skills identified as exit competencies for his/her specific 
degree program, the graduate will be provided up to two courses of additional skill training by 
WTC under the conditions of the guarantee policy.

Special conditions which apply to the guarantee are as follows:
1. The graduate must have earned the A.A.S. degree or certificate beginning May, 1992, or 

thereafter in an occupational program identified in the college catalog. 
2. The graduate must have completed the A.A.S. degree or certificate at WTC (with a majority 

of credits being earned at WTC) and must have completed the degree within a four-year time 
span.

 �. Graduates must be employed full-time in an area directly related to the area of program 
concentration as certified by the Dean of Instruction, WTC.

4. Employment must commence within �� months of graduation.
5. The employer must certify in writing that the employee is lacking entry-level skills identified 

by WTC as the employee’s program competencies and must specify the areas of deficiency 
within 90 days of graduate’s initial employment.

 6. The employer, graduate, division chairperson, and appropriate faculty member will develop 
a written educational plan for retraining.

 7. Retraining will be limited to two courses related to the identified skill deficiency and to those 
classes regularly scheduled during the period covered by the retraining plan.

 8. All retraining must be completed within a calendar year from the time the educational plan 
is agreed upon.
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 9. The graduate and/or employer is responsible for the cost of books, insurance, uniforms, 
fees, and other course-related expenses.

�0. The guarantee does not imply that the graduate will pass any licensing or qualifying 
examination for a particular career.

11. The student’s sole remedy against WTC and its employees for skill deficiencies shall be 
limited to two courses of tuition-free education under conditions described above.

��. The program can be initiated through a written contract with the Dean of Instruction.

Basic Degree Plan for Students Transferring to a 
Baccalaureate Degree Granting Institution

Freshman Year

Fall Semester 
English ��0�
History ��0�
Computer Science
Elective/Major (Foreign Language)
Health Physical Education
Psychology ���5

 �5/�6 Semester Hours

Spring Semester 
English ��0�
History ��0�
Elective/Major (Foreign Language)
Math ���4
Fine Arts
Health Physical Education

 �6/�7 Semester Hours

Sophomore Year

Fall Semester 
English Literature
Government
Elective/Major
Natural Science
Elective/Major (Foreign Language)
Health Physical Education

 �7 Semester Hours

Spring Semester 
Government ��06
Social Science
Speech
Natural Science
Elective/Major (Foreign Language)
Health Physical Education

 �7 Semester Hours

TOTAL HOURS - 66/67 Semester Hours


