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Student projects and classes have been underway for over a month.  During this 
month, many projects were completed and the students in the Process Technology 
program had the opportunity to attend an oil and gas show.  The faculty of the 
program continued with educational development by attending the North American 
Process Technology Association (NAPTA) meeting in New Orleans.  This 
conference provided skills training for Mr. Eaves.  He will now be able to teach 
those skills in the program to further educate the students.  

Coincidently, both the oil and gas show and the NAPTA event occurred at the 
same time.  For the Roseland Oil and Gas show in Midland, Texas, Dr. Jordan, the 
STEM grant Project Director, supervised the students while Mr. Eaves underwent 
faculty development training at the NAPTA conference.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Left) Students Jeremy Autry (left) and 
Larry Hardman (right) of the Process 
Technology program volunteered at the 
Roseland show by distributing name tags 
to the show exhibitors.  

 

(Right) Matt Roberts (left in photo), a 
member of the Process Technology advisory 
board demonstrates how to set up the “ladder 
logic” to run aspects of the Programmable 
Logic Controller (PLC) system.  Foreground 
(bottom right) is a “valve” board built by the 
students to demonstrate the aspects of valve 
function. 

 



2 
 

Each technical program in the State of Texas has an advisory board comprised of 
industry specialists, industry supervisors, or even recruiting and training officers.  
Advisory boards ensure that graduates have the skills needed by industry.  In some 
cases, members of the advisory board are able to come and teach aspects of their 
trade to the students which further enhances the student’s education. 

 
 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

By having the students make their our own cutaway demonstration valves, the 
students learn many more skills: valve disassembly; to drill (drill press use); tap 
(tap wrench use); band saw techniques; cutting; sanding; painting; and tool 
selection (proper tool for the job at hand).  Also, not evident in the process, are 
elements of team work, project scheduling, and problem solving.  The fabrication 
of these units is unique to the programs here at Western Texas College. 

(Left) Jeremy Autrey 
(student) pointing to a 
photo of himself on the 
Process Technology 
banner.  In front of Mr. 
Autrey is the Mini-P 
unit as built in Fall 
2015 by the Process 
Technology students. 

 

(Right) Valve board as built 
by students.  This was made 
of two brass 2” ball valves – 
top and bottom which were 
cut to a different radius.  To 
the right is a commercial 
“Gate Valve”. 

For more information visit: wtc.edu/process 


